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Today’s Play . . . Tom
orrow’s Success!

Today’s play
 in

 early
 ch

ild
h
o
o
d
 is th

e b
est fo

u
n
d
atio

n
 fo

r su
ccess in

 sch
o
o
l. P

lay
 d

ev
elo

p
s m

an
y
 sk

ills th
at are n

ecessary
 fo

r ch
ild

ren
 to

 learn
 to

 read
 an

d

w
rite an

d
 fo

r su
ccess in

 m
ath

 an
d
 scien

ce. P
lay

 also
 d

ev
elo

p
s b

eh
av

io
rs th

at h
elp

 ch
ild

ren
 learn

 all sch
o
o
l su

b
jects. T

h
is ch

art sh
o
w

s th
e skill that

children are learning
 as th

ey
 p

lay
 an

d
 th

e w
ay

s th
at th

ese sk
ills h

elp
 ch

ild
ren

 d
ev

elo
p
 in

to
 b

etter sch
o
o
l stu

d
en

ts. T
h

is d
o
es n

o
t m

ea
n

 th
a
t p

resch
o
o
lers

a
re rea

d
y to

 b
e ta

u
g
h

t to
 rea

d
 a

n
d
 w

rite. It m
ean

s th
at th

ey
 are learn

in
g
 m

an
y
 o

f th
e th

in
g
s th

at w
ill lead to success in elem entary school b

y

sp
en

d
in

g
 th

eir tim
e p

lay
in

g
 to

d
ay.

W
h
en

 ch
ild

ren
 b

u
ild

 w
ith

 b
lo

ck
s,

b
u
ild

in
g
s, h

o
u
ses, cars, etc. . . .

W
h
en

 ch
ild

ren
 p

u
t b

lo
ck

s aw
ay

o
n
to

 lab
eled

 sh
elv

es . . .

W
h
en

 ch
ild

ren
 p

lay
 w

ith
 sm

all
in

terlo
ck

in
g
 b

lo
ck

s . . .

W
h
en

 ch
ild

ren
 w

o
rk

 a p
u
zzle . . .

W
h
en

 ch
ild

ren
 strin

g
 b

ead
s . . .

W
h
en

 ch
ild

ren
 m

ix
 tw

o
 co

lo
rs o

f
p
ain

t to
 m

ak
e an

o
th

er co
lo

r

T
h
ey

 are learn
in

g
 sp

atial relatio
n

sh
ip

s –
 learn

in
g

 to
 ju

d
g

e
d
istan

ce, sp
ace an

d
 size.

T
h
ey

 are im
p
ro

v
in

g
 th

eir v
isu

al m
em

o
ry

 –
 rem

em
b

erin
g

 w
h

at
th

ey
 see.

T
h
ey

 are learn
in

g
 to

 ach
iev

e a self-selected
 g

o
al –

 co
m

p
letin

g
th

eir o
w

n
 p

ro
jects.

T
h
ey

 are learn
in

g
 to

 m
atch

, classify
 an

d
 so

rt b
y

 sh
ap

e an
d

 size.

T
h
ey

 are im
p
ro

v
in

g
 th

eir sm
all m

u
scle co

n
tro

l –
 p

ick
in

g
 u

p
 an

d
m

o
v
in

g
 o

b
jects.

T
h
ey

 learn
  to

 stick
 to

 a jo
b

 an
d

 co
m

p
lete it, an

d
 feel g

o
o

d
 ab

o
u
t

co
m

p
letin

g
 it.

T
h
ey

 are learn
in

g
 to

 m
ak

e fig
u

re-g
ro

u
n

d
 d

iscrim
in

atio
n

s –
n
o
ticin

g
 th

e d
ifferen

ce b
etw

een
 th

e b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d

 an
d

 th
e p

ictu
re.

T
h
ey

 are im
p
ro

v
in

g
 th

eir ey
e-h

an
d

 co
o

rd
in

atio
n

 –
 th

eir ab
ility

to
 u

se th
eir ey

es an
d
 h

an
d

s to
g

eth
er.

T
h
ey

 are d
ev

elo
p
in

g
 an

 u
n

d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f cau
se an

d
 effect.

Today’s  play
Helps preschool-age children learn

Leads to elem
entary school success

(exa
m

p
les o

f p
la

y)

U
n

d
erstan

d
in

g
 sp

atial relatio
n

sh
ip

s h
elp

s ch
ild

ren
 to

 su
cceed

 in
m

ath
 an

d
 scien

ce.

V
isu

al m
em

o
ry

 is n
eed

ed
 fo

r learn
in

g
 to

 read
.

In
d

ep
en

d
en

t co
m

p
letio

n
 o

f task
s is v

ery
 im

p
o
rtan

t fo
r su

ccess in
all sch

o
o

l su
b
jects.

M
atch

in
g

, classify
in

g
 an

d
 so

rtin
g

 are im
p

o
rtan

t u
n

d
erly

in
g

sk
ills fo

r m
an

y
 ty

p
es o

f learn
in

g
, esp

ecially
 m

ath
 an

d
 scien

ce.

G
o

o
d

 sm
all m

u
scle co

n
tro

l is n
eed

ed
 fo

r learn
in

g
 to

 w
rite.

C
h

ild
ren

 w
h
o

 are p
ersisten

t learn
ers d

o
 b

etter in
 all sch

o
o
l

su
b

jects.

C
h

ild
ren

 n
eed

 to
 m

ak
e th

ese ty
p

e o
f d

istin
ctio

n
s to

 learn
 to

reco
g

n
ize letters an

d
 to

 learn
 to

 read
.

E
y

e-h
an

d
 co

o
rd

in
atio

n
 is n

eed
ed

 fo
r learn

in
g
 to

 w
rite.

T
h

e fo
u
n

d
atio

n
 fo

r scien
ce ed

u
catio

n
 is real-life ex

p
erien

ce w
ith

cau
se an

d
 effect.



8

T
h

ey
 a

re
 l

ea
rn

in
g

 t
o

 u
se

 p
ic

tu
re

s 
o

r 
sy

m
b

o
ls

 t
o

 r
ep

re
se

n
t 

th
ei

r
id

ea
s.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 l

ea
rn

in
g

 d
ir

ec
ti

o
n

al
it

y
 –

 t
h

e 
w

ay
 t

h
at

 a
d
u

lt
s 

w
ri

te
ac

ro
ss

 t
h

e 
p

ag
e 

fr
o

m
 l

ef
t 

to
 r

ig
h
t 

in
 E

n
g

li
sh

.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 l

ea
rn

in
g

 t
o

 m
ak

e 
ch

o
ic

es
, 
to

 t
ry

 o
u

t 
id

ea
s,

 t
o

 p
la

n
 a

n
d

ex
p
er

im
en

t.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 d

ev
el

o
p

in
g

 p
er

sp
ec

ti
v
e-

ta
k

in
g

 s
k

il
ls

 –
 t

h
e 

ab
il

it
y

 t
o

th
in

k
 a

b
o
u

t 
th

e 
w

ay
 o

th
er

s 
ac

t,
 t

h
in

k
 a

n
d

 f
ee

l,
 a

n
d

 d
ev

el
o

p
em

p
at

h
y

 a
n

d
 f

ee
li

n
g

s 
fo

r 
o

th
er

s.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 l

ea
rn

in
g

 t
o

 u
se

 s
y

m
b

o
ls

 t
o

 r
ep

re
se

n
t 

so
m

et
h

in
g

 e
ls

e 
–

a 
b

lo
ck

 c
an

 b
ec

o
m

e 
a 

fi
re

tr
u

ck
.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 i

m
p
ro

v
in

g
 t

h
ei

r 
la

n
g

u
ag

e 
sk

il
ls

.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 l

ea
rn

in
g

 h
o

w
 t

o
 w

o
rk

 t
o

g
et

h
er

 t
o

 o
v

er
co

m
e 

p
ro

b
le

m
s.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 d

ev
el

o
p

in
g

 a
n

 u
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g
 o

f 
so

ci
al

 e
x

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

s
an

d
 t

h
e 

at
ti

tu
d
es

 o
f 

o
th

er
s,

 a
n

d
 t

h
ey

 d
ev

el
o

p
 t

h
e 

ab
il

it
y

 t
o

an
ti

ci
p

at
e 

h
o

w
 t

o
 a

ct
 i

n
 r

ea
l-

li
fe

 s
it

u
at

io
n

s.

T
h

ey
 a

re
 l

ea
rn

in
g

 c
o

n
se

rv
at

io
n
 o

f 
v

o
lu

m
e 

–
 t

h
at

 n
o

 m
at

te
r

w
h

at
 s

iz
e 

o
r 

sh
ap

e 
th

e 
co

n
ta

in
er

 i
s,

 a
 s

p
ec

if
ic

 a
m

o
u

n
t 

o
f 

w
at

er
w

il
l 

n
o

t 
ch

an
g
e.

T
h

ey
 t

es
t,

 e
x

p
er

im
en

t 
an

d
 g

u
es

s 
w

h
at

 w
il

l 
h

ap
p

en
.

T
h

ey
 o

b
se

rv
e 

fi
rs

t-
h

an
d

 t
h

e 
ch

an
g

es
 t

h
at

 w
at

er
 m

ak
es

 t
o

 s
an

d
,

le
ar

n
in

g
 t

h
at

 c
o

m
b

in
in

g
 t

h
in

g
s 

to
g

et
h

er
 c

an
 c

re
at

e 
n

ew
 a

n
d

d
if

fe
re

n
t 

th
in

g
s.

U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 t

ha
t 

le
tt

er
s 

an
d 

w
or

ds
 a

re
 s

ym
bo

ls
, a

nd
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

w
it

h
us

in
g 

sy
m

bo
ls

 i
s 

ne
ed

ed
 f

or
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 l

ea
rn

 t
o 

re
ad

 a
nd

 w
ri

te
.

U
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g
 t

h
e 

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n
al

it
y
 u

se
d
 i

n
 E

n
g
li

sh
 g

iv
es

 c
h
il

d
re

n
th

e 
b

ac
k
g
ro

u
n
d
 t

h
ey

 n
ee

d
 t

o
 m

ak
e 

se
n
se

 o
f 

re
ad

in
g
 a

n
d
 w

ri
ti

n
g
.

C
h
il

d
re

n
 w

h
o
 a

re
 i

n
d
ep

en
d
en

t 
le

ar
n
er

s 
an

d
 w

h
o
 c

an
 t

ry
 o

u
t 

th
ei

r
o
w

n
 i

d
ea

s 
ar

e 
b
et

te
r 

le
ar

n
er

s 
in

 a
ll

 s
ch

o
o
l 

su
b
je

ct
s.

C
h

il
d

re
n
 w

it
h
 p

er
sp

ec
ti

v
e-

ta
k
in

g
 s

k
il

ls
 u

n
d
er

st
an

d
 t

h
at

 t
h
ei

r
te

ac
h

er
 s

ee
s 

th
ei

r 
w

o
rk

 d
if

fe
re

n
tl

y
 t

h
an

 t
h
ey

 d
o
. 
T

h
is

 s
k
il

l 
is

n
ee

d
ed

 f
o
r 

ch
il

d
re

n
 t

o
 m

ak
e 

u
se

 o
f 

th
e 

fe
ed

b
ac

k
 a

b
o
u
t 

th
ei

r
w

o
rk

 f
ro

m
 t

h
ei

r 
te

ac
h
er

.

L
ea

rn
in

g
 t

o
 u

se
 s

y
m

b
o
ls

 i
s 

w
h
at

 l
ea

rn
in

g
 t

o
 r

ea
d
 a

n
d
 w

ri
te

 i
s 

al
l

ab
o

u
t.

L
an

g
u
ag

e 
sk

il
ls

 u
n
d
er

li
e 

al
l 

le
ar

n
in

g
 i

n
 s

ch
o
o
l.

P
ro

b
le

m
-s

o
lv

in
g
 s

k
il

ls
 h

el
p
 c

h
il

d
re

n
 t

o
 l

ea
rn

 i
n
 e

v
er

y
 s

ch
o
o
l

su
b
je

ct
.

C
h

il
d

re
n
 b

ec
o
m

e 
b
et

te
r 

at
 f

ig
u
ri

n
g
 o

u
t 

w
h
at

 i
s 

ex
p
ec

te
d
 o

f 
th

em
,

ac
ad

em
ic

al
ly

 a
n
d
 s

o
ci

al
ly

.

C
o

n
v

er
sa

ti
o
n
 o

f 
v
o
lu

m
e 

is
 a

n
 i

m
p
o
rt

an
t 

sc
ie

n
ce

 c
o
n
ce

p
t.

T
h

is
 i

s 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

p
ro

ce
ss

 s
ci

en
ti

st
s 

u
se

 i
n
 r

es
ea

rc
h
.

O
b

se
rv

in
g
 c

h
an

g
es

 w
h
en

 t
h
in

g
s 

ar
e 

co
m

b
in

ed
 i

s 
ju

st
 l

ik
e 

m
an

y
ty

p
es

 o
f 

sc
ie

n
ti

fi
c 

ex
p
er

im
en

ts
.

To
da

y’
s 

 p
la

y
He

lp
s 

pr
es

ch
oo

l-a
ge

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
le

ar
n

Le
ad

s 
to

 e
le

m
en

ta
ry

 s
ch

oo
l s

uc
ce

ss
(e

xa
m

p
le

s 
o
f 

p
la

y)

W
h
en

 c
h
il

d
re

n
 d

ra
w

 a
 p

ic
tu

re
 o

f
th

e 
su

n
..

.

W
h
en

 c
h
il

d
re

n
 p

re
te

n
d

 t
o

 w
ri

te
w

it
h
 m

ar
k
er

s 
an

d
 c

ra
y
o

n
s.

..

W
he

n 
ch

il
dr

en
 c

ho
os

e 
w

ha
te

ve
r

th
ey

 w
is

h 
to

 d
o 

w
it

h 
ar

t 
 m

at
er

ia
ls

...

W
h
en

 c
h
il

d
re

n
 p

la
y
 f

ir
ep

er
so

n
 o

r
o
th

er
 a

d
u
lt

 r
o
le

s.
..

W
h
en

 c
h
il

d
re

n
 p

la
y
 r

es
ta

u
ra

n
t

to
g
et

h
er

 o
r 

p
la

y
 g

ro
ce

ry
 s

to
re

to
g
et

h
er

 .
 .
 .

W
h
en

 c
h
il

d
re

n
 p

la
y
 i

n
 w

at
er

 .
 .

 .

W
h
en

 c
h
il

d
re

n
 p

la
y
 i

n
 w

et
 a

n
d

d
ry

 s
an

d
 .
 .
 .


